Your Community Library: 
After nearly 38 years of dedicated service, a beloved Gates Public Library employee is retiring, leaving behind a lasting impact on generations of patrons and colleagues.
For much of her career, Heidi Jung serves the community as the library’s Teen Librarian. In that position, she fosters a welcoming space for young readers, develops engaging programs, and helps guide countless teens in discovering a love of books and learning.
In addition to her work with teens, she also takes on leadership responsibilities, serving as chair of a key committee, the Commitment to the Community committee.  In that role, she helps shape initiatives that benefit the broader community, earning the respect of both staff and patrons.  Her favorites have always been helping organizations that have an empathic concern for animals. One of her favorites was collecting donations for Lollipop Farm. 
Early in Heidi’s career she took over Ideas ‘N’ Authors, a book club established in 1982 at Gates Public Library. She has developed the club to have a yearly best books night and introduced participants to become monthly moderators for discussions.  
Junior Friends is a highlight of Heidi’s career. Each month she meets with a core group of teens that have a love of volunteering and supporting organizations. 
Her long running Tuesday night crafts for teens are also a popular hit with the kids.  Anyone who wants to join can attend. Inclusion is a value Heidi embraces and is dear to her heart.
Recently, Heidi introduced a dyslexia-friendly book collection to the library, opening new doors to reading for those who find it challenging. It has quickly become a widely used and valued resource. 
Colleagues describe her as compassionate, nurturing, and patron focused. She is dedicated to the mission of public libraries. Her influence will continue to be felt through the programs she built and the relationships she developed over nearly four decades.
As she begins her well-earned retirement, the library community celebrates her remarkable career and thanks her for 38 years of service.  Please join us at Gates Public Library to honor Heidi on Tuesday, June 30 from 11- 4 in the Mark Assini Meeting Room.[image: ] 
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